An Order for ANZAC Day

Note:  This service is intended for use by Christian congregations.  For occasions where there may be many of different religious beliefs, or none, other provisions will need to be made.

Those leading the Service  enter and take their places.

STAND

A minister may introduce the Service in their own words.

The New Zealand National Anthem is sung:

God of Nations! At thy feet,

In the bonds of love we meet,

Hear our voices, we entreat:

God defend our free land.

Guard Pacific’s triple star

From the shafts of strife and war:

Make her praises heard afar –

God defend New Zealand.

E Ihowa, Atua,

O nga iwi! Matou ra

Ata whakarongo na

Me Aroha noa

Kia hua  ko te pai

Kia tau To atawhai

Manaakitia mai

Aotearoa!

Minister:
The Lord be with you

People:
The Lord bless you

Minister:
This is the day that the Lord has made

People:
Let us rejoice and be glad in it

Minister:
Hear these words of Isaiah the prophet:



Those who trust in the Lord for help shall find their strength renewed:



They will rise on wings like eagles, they will walk and not grow faint.



We have come here today



To remember before God

The men and women who served,

And those who gave their lives in war.

In particular,

We thank God for those

Who shared the life of this community (of . . .)

In their own time,

And who went from here

Not to the world of work,

But to the world of battle:

Not to a future lit by the ideals of their youth,

But to sacrifice, and to death.

And so, in remembrance, let us pray.

SIT

Minister:
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations



Into the peace of God’s Kingdom:



Lord, have mercy

People:
Lord, have mercy

Minister:
Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds



Of war, sin, and division.



Christ, have mercy

People:
Christ, have mercy

Minister:
Lord Jesus, you lead us and all people, living and departed, 



To the peace and light of your constant love.



Lord, have mercy

People:
Lord, have mercy

Minister:
Let us pause, and in silence,



Remember our own need for God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept for a while

Minister:
Let us confess our sins to God.

ALL:

God of mercy,



We have sinned against you, and against others.



We have sinned in what we have done, 

and in what we have failed to do.

We remember that sin and division

have the power

to lead to violence, and to war.



We are truly sorry.



For the sake of your son Jesus Christ



Who died for us, and for the sins of people everywhere,



Forgive us all that is past,



And raise us to newness of life,



Amen.

Bishop/Priest:
Almighty God, who pardons all who truly repent,



Forgive you your sins,



Strengthen you by the Holy Spirit,



And keep you in life eternal:



Through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.



Amen.

Minister:
(Reads the Collect for ANZAC Day)



Almighty God,



you call your people to live together in harmony



and war is a denial of your love.



In your mercy,



may your eternal light shine upon those



who gave their lives in the service of their country.



make their sacrifice so speak to us,



that we may follow the paths of peace



now and always.

People:
Amen.

The First Lesson

A suitable Hymn may be sung here.

The Second Lesson

STAND

The ROLL of HONOUR for the Parish or the area may be read.

Minister:
"We remember before you, O Lord,



Those who have died in the defence of freedom."

SIT

The Sermon follows

The Minister will introduce the Intercession in these words:

Minister:
Let us pray for ourselves, and for our world.



Memories are joyful and painful



but we cannot live without them:



let us pray that we may never forget



those memories from which we may learn

day by day.



For those who went away to war



and for those who did not come back;



that they will live on in us



to remind us of the emptiness of hate -



to remind us of the peace we cannot seem to attain;



let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister:
For the men and women who laid down their lives for others,



that the love which inspired their sacrifice



may be fulfilled in the love of Christ:



let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister:
For all the families shattered by war



in every place and time,



that they may find in their friends and in their community



the healing strength of your love:



let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister:
For those who conscientiously objected to war in all its forms

and who suffered for their stand,

that the message of peace they sought to bring

may not go unheeded in our own days;

let us pray to the Lord

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister:
For all war veterans of the world



that their anger at the carnage and waste of war 



will grow no less



until the world knows peace:



let us pray to the Lord.

People:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister:
For those who suffer most from war,



that the homeless, the orphaned, the hungry, and the inoocent



may help us turn from warlike ways



to pursue our quest for the unity and harmony of all people:



let us pray to the Lord.

People:

Lord, hear our prayer.

Minister:
Father, help us never to forget



that war is a hell of our own making.



Help us to honour its saints,



and to pray for its sinners and victims,



through him, who was himself the Victim for our sakes,



Christ Jesus, our Lord.

All:

Amen.

A suitable Hymn may be sung here; there may be an Anthem from a Choir, or some other appropriate musical offering.

All remain standing for the ACT OF REMEMBRANCE.

Minister:
"They shall grow not old



As we who are left grow old;



Age shall not weary them, 



Nor the years condemn.



At the going-down of the sun



And in the morning,



We will remember them."

All:

We will remember them.

Silence is kept for a time.

Priest:

May the peace of God, which is deeper than all knowledge,

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of Christ Jesus.



And the blessing of God Almighty,



the father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit



be upon you, and remain with you always.

All:

Amen.

A concluding Hymn may be sung here

Minister:
Go in Love, in Joy, and in the Peace won for us,



To serve the Lord.

All:

Amen.  We go, in the name of Christ.

Those leading the Service depart.
